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world and the Spirit that includes all other spirits in
itself, are also maintained as a distinct sphere of
being, from which finally we climb up to the One
which is above being and above knowledge, and which
in one way excludes and in another way includes
everything else.

This account of the genesis and naturej of the
system of Plotinus at once suggests a special difficulty,
for which he was bound to find some kind of solution.
We have seen that his upward progress depended upon
a negative logic, like that of Spinoza, by which all
difference and determination were gradually removed
as involving something finite and defective. At each
successive stage, therefore, the process was supposed to
get rid of an element of unreality and dependence;
for, while the lower always has need of the higher,
the higher is regarded as having no need of the lower
to support or manifest it. Hence, when we arrive at
t^be highest, it is treated as having no need of anything
bu4 itself. Such a process, however, is one which
be reversed, and it seems as if in ascending,
ES had drawn up the ladder after him and left
of descending again. Tet as the
forms of being is not denied,

the highest $$ a^alute is that from which every
other form of being mu&t be derived, some way down-
ward has to be found. The One, as complete in itself,
has no need to create; nay, it seems as if it would be